
Five Days in Waikato 
Sample Incentive Itinerary

Day One
ARRIVE IN NEW ZEALAND
Upon your arrival at Auckland International Airport, you will be met and whisked away by luxury coach 
and transported to the rural heartland of New Zealand. After a leisurely coach trip, arrive at Hampton 

Downs Motorsport Park where you will have the opportunity for a few exhilarating fast laps as you are 
put behind the wheel of an exciting variety of supercars.  Depending upon the time of your arrival relax 
over lunch or afternoon tea to relive the experience afterwards and slow your heart rate.  Those who 
choose not to participate can watch from the building and share in the excitement.  After your thrilling 
introduction to New Zealand head into the city of Hamilton, proudly the centre of the Waikato province and 
your accommodation which is central to a range of fabulous award-winning restaurants, shopping and bars.

As you arrive at the hotel you will be treated to a traditional Māori (Indigenous culture) welcome.  Enjoy a 
welcome drink as you check into the hotel and receive your “Waikato” survival kit.

NEW ZEALAND THEMED DINNER
 In the hotel restaurant, a private themed room awaits you, with an after-dinner speaker welcoming you to the 
city of Hamilton and sharing some of the city’s colourful stories of sporting and commercial achievements.  

OVERNIGHT: NOVOTEL TAINUI HAMILTON

Day Three   

KING COUNTRY HEARTLAND – NATURES WONDERS – Day of options
(Please note that as there are many activities in Waitomo to suit a range of ages 
and fitness levels.  Group may be split into groups depending on what activities 
they want to do and then all meet up for lunch).  Today there will be something for 
everyone.  Travel into the heart of the King Country with its rich history, rugged 
landscapes and natural treasures.  This is home to the world-famous Waitomo 
Caves.  There are many options – from caving, abseiling into a lost world, black 
water rafting or a more sedate cave trip into the Waitomo Caves to see the 
thousands of tiny glow worms and natural rock formations.  During this day you 
will be able to see New Zealand’s native flightless bird, the Kiwi and if timed  
right we can visit at feeding time.  We all meet up at lunch in a restaurant in the 
country overlooking farmland serving up some of the best home baking and 
local free range meat. Time to recount the stories of the morning activities 
before returning to the hotel and get ready for this evenings excursion.

Day Two
PADDOCK TO PLATE
After a leisurely breakfast at the hotel, you will reboard your coach and depart on a full day tour of the region. Visit an artisan cheese maker for a behind-
the-scenes demonstration about cheese and their journey to becoming award-winning cheese makers. Visit a private farm where you can meet the farmer 
and learn first-hand all about farming in New Zealand.  (This farm can either be dairy or sheep and beef focused depending upon the interest of the group).  
Have lunch at Hamilton’s fifth generation family owned Vilagrad Winery.  Tour the winery and enjoy the picturesque vineyard before enjoying a sumptuous 
Mediterranean style lunch accompanied by the vineyard wines.  Be entertained by this very musical family before returning to the hotel to prepare for your 
evening excursion. Settle into your rooms before taking a short walk to one of Hamilton’s many great restaurants.

TASTE WAIKATO DINNER
An evening celebrating “Taste Waikato” tasting some local produce such as local boutique ales, grassfed beef and some of the innovative cuisine that our 
local chefs offer.  
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“POWERFUL POSSIBILITIES”



Day Three continued

DINNER IN THE GARDENS: 
Start with a cruise on the Waikato River cruising your way to Hamilton’s beautiful, 
and now world-famous, Hamilton Gardens.  Take a private tour of the themed 
gardens and hear how this local jewel was transformed into the beautiful 
gardens we see today. Enjoy a traditional Māori concert performed by a local 
school cultural group before enjoying a themed dinner in one of the many 
gardens; Italian, Indian, Japanese, Chinese, English, Modernist or Māori.  The 
gardens are constantly being developed with new gardens being added.  

OVERNIGHT: NOVOTEL TAINUI HAMILTON

Day Four   

MOVIE MAGIC
Today you will depart Hamilton and travel through some of the rural towns that support this thriving agricultural region.  Stop off and have a look at the 
machinery on offer, perhaps there might be a cattle sale on the day that you pass through.  Visit a Rural Supply store and see what products our New Zealand 
farmers have access to before visiting Hobbiton™ Movie Set which is situated on picturesque farmland.  Experience the magic of the movie set on a tour 
where the stories of the movies (Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit trilogies) are retold as you visit the Hobbit holes, The Green Dragon Inn, The Mill, double 
arched bridge and other structures and gardens built for the films.  After a hearty ale in The Green Dragon Inn, enjoy a “Hobbit Style” lunch before returning to 
your hotel.  

FAREWELL DINNER 
This evening you will travel by coach to a rural property to enjoy dinner in a woolshed or barn where you will be entertained in true rural New Zealand style 
enjoying a traditional New Zealand spit roast or BBQ.  After dinner, participate in the “Great Pavlova Debate” as New Zealand and Australia argue over who 
“owns” the pavlova desert hosted by a prominent New Zealand entertainer.  After enjoying some New Zealand hospitality and entertainment, reboard your 
coach and return to Hamilton.
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“POWERFUL POSSIBILITIES”

Day Five  

DEPART HAMILTON
Today you will check out of your hotel and return to Auckland International Airport to connect with your flight home. 

P: +64 7 843 1853
E: businessevents@hamiltonwaikato.com
www.hamiltonwaikato.com/business-events


